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WELCOME BACK! 
A MESSAGE FROM THE IDTA PRESIDENT 

Michelle Deets 
        On behalf of the Illinois Drill Team Association, I would like to welcome back all returning coaches and teams, 
as well as greet our new coaches and/or teams.  This year will be a special year, as IDTA will be celebrating 30 
years of performance and its several forms of expression--jazz, lyrical, pom, hip hop, prop, flags, etc.  No other 
dance/drill team organization in the state can boast of a success such as this! 
        I proud to lead this organization this year for several reasons.  First, IDTA will offer at least 17 regional 
competitions throughout the state, whether it be north, central or south.  Teams will have the opportunity to qualify 
for the State competition which is held at the University of Illinois Assembly Hall--a venue at which all Illinois 
athletes strive to compete! 
        Second, our teams had the opportunity to attend two IDTA-sponsored workshops this summer--Push the Limit, 
which was held at the Decatur Convention Center, and the Chicago Dance camp, which will occur later this month. 
 Again, no other organization in the state has provided this type of opportunity to the dancers in Illinois!  From the 
initial concept to the final product, organizers Lynn Gelatka, Christy Fisher and Deirdre (Schultze) Czajkowski led 
us to think outside of our box and offer something special to our Illinois performers.  The young ladies had the 
opportunity to work with talented choreographers, and coaches also received valuable information at our Push the 
Limit workshop.  The Chicago Dance Camp will be no exception! 
        Third, I feel that IDTA has so much to offer to our participants, above and beyond the actual competition 
season.   Soloists, duets and trios have the opportunity to compete at the Showcase of Stars in November, and funds 
have been allocated to subsidize the Illinois delegation to the Miss Drill Team USA Pageant in Irvine, California, for 
those who qualify at our competition.  Several thousands of dollars in scholarships will be awarded to our student 
drill team members this year.   Special recognition will be given to our Rising Stars throughout the year, to award 
those performers who "shine" during the performance of their team. 
         Judging is also a priority in this organization.  We train our judges in the manner in which we would like our 
dancers judged.  Our judging coordinator diligently works to maintain the high standards which our dancers strive to 
achieve, thus making IDTA one of the best organizations in which teams may participate.  We also offer a workshop 
for all of our coaches, so that they may better understand the rules and regulations of our organization.   
        I am excited to work with an amazing and talented group of people, my fellow IDTA officers.  These women 
truly care about the success of our organization and what is best for the teams and coaches that they have been 
elected to serve.  We encourage all coaches to communicate any ideas and/or concerns to us--this is your 
organization, and we want to work together to continue to make IDTA an organization that teams enjoy.   We have 
brain-stormed and developed several new ideas that we will be implementing this year.  We have expanded our 
Soloist category to all regionals, and a final competition will occur in conjunction with North Super Sectionals.  We 
have also expanded on our "Club" memberships, and we now will offer discounts and rewards to fans and alumni 
who would like to join our organization.  All of this information will be explained at the Forum which you attend. 
        On behalf of all of the Officers and Board of Directors, I wish you and your team all the best this year.  And 
Happy 30th Anniversary, IDTA! 
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WELCOME NEW REGIONAL REPS! 
 
        The IDTA officers are excited to be working with the returning, as well as the new, IDTA Regional Reps.   
        The duties of the Regional Reps include acting as a liaison between the officers and the membership, helping to 
recruit new membership and assisting at post-season contests.  They attend two meetings a year--one in the fall and 
one in the spring.  
        The state is divided up into 16 regions.  If you are not sure to which region you belong, check with the 
Membership Coordinator, Toni Royster.  If you are a rep and have questions throughout the year, contact the 
Regional Rep Coordinator, Barb Walker. 
        The 2008-2009 Regional Reps: 
Region 1:   Deirdre Czajkowski, Lane Tech HS 
Region 2:   Brenda Harris, Senn Academy 
Region 3:   Barbara Walker 
Region 4:   LuAnne Navarra, Morrison HS 
Region 5:   Rose Wexell, Galva HS 
Region 6:   Johnni Zabka, St. Charles East HS 
Region 7:   Candice Buza, Rich South HS 
Region 8:   Debby Bradshaw, Quincy HS 
Region 9:   Ashley Knowles, Waubonsie Valley HS 
Region 10: Tarin Van Hook, Maroa-Forsythe HS 
Region 11: Julie Long, Quincy Notre Dame HS 
Region 12: Laura Sanders, Marion HS 
Region 13: Amy Wysocki, Triad HS 
Region 14: Ashley Cain, Effingham HS 
Region 15: Mary Buchar, Charleston HS 
Region 16: Tina Fortner, Fieldcrest HS  
 

 

FALL EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 

 
        The Executive Board (all Officers, Board of Directors and Regional Representatives) will meet on Sunday, 
September 21, 2008 at 9:30 AM at Ted's Garage American Classic Grill (this is a restaurant owned by Treasurer 
Katy Arnold's family!) in Clinton. 
        Michelle Deets will be emailing the Board members with an agenda and directions closer to the date of the 
meeting.  A light breakfast will be provided and mileage is also reimbursed.  The meeting will end by noon.    
 
 

 

Chicago Xplosion Allstars is currently looking for creative, enthusiastic and dedicated coaches.  Cheer/Tumbling 
coach must teach competitive cheer as well as beginner to Level 5 tumbling, an experienced Hip Hop Coach is 
needed as well.  Both Cheer and Dance teams range in ages 5 - 18.  Ideal candidate must have a passion for coaching 
as well as working with youth. Salary will commensurate with experience.  Send resume to 
mmjones7428@sbcglobal.net  
Jennifer Sumerak 

 

 

 

Pommusic.com 

Helping Dance Teams With State & National Championship Music Since 1988. 
3-Minute Routines Starting at $99 

Never More Than $199 
Email Scott Womack for more info at 

scott@pommusic.com 

Or Call 920-866-9804 
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2008-09 IDTA OFFICERS 

PRESIDENT: Michelle Deets 

* Oversees all IDTA policies and budget matters; maintains accurate, written records of all IDTA financial 
transactions. 
Home: 618-288-6112   Email: mdeets@highlandcusd5.org 
 
CONTEST COORDINATOR: Orella Gansmann 

*Oversees all contests, including materials related to contests 
Home: 618-398-2605   Email: ogansmann@althoff.net 
 
JUDGING COORDINATOR: Cyndi Kraemer 

* Runs IDTA judging program by providing training, certification, supervision, and assignment of judges 
Home: 217-877-3484  Email: ckraemer65@aol.com 
 
MEMBERSHIP COORDINATOR: Toni Royster 

* Coordinates fall membership drive; maintains all forms of membership 
Home: 630-495-4842  Email: troy684190@aol.com 
 
SECRETARY: Tara Zobrist 

* Editor of the HEARTBEATS; responsible for minutes at all meetings; receives Rule Change proposals and officer 
nominations 
Home: 618-651-0837  Email: tzobrist79@hotmail.com or tzobrist@bths201.org 
 
TREASURER: Katy Arnold 

* Maintains IDTA account, deposits and writes all checks. 
Home: 217-935-6345  Email: karnold@cusd15.k12.il.us 
 
SPECIAL EVENTS: Lynn Gelatka and Kris Mendoza 

* Coordinates Rising Star program and Miss Drill Team contest; responsible for IDTA scholarship program; 
promotes all IDTA extra activities 
Lynn Gelatka  Home: 219-365-1949  Email: lynn_marie22@hotmail.com 
Kris Mendoza  Home: 618-567-4061  Email: kmendoza128@hotmail.com 

 
 

IDTA Judging 

Cyndi Kraemer 
Judging Coordinator 

        There is still time to join the exciting team of individuals who have a passion for the performing arts and a 
desire to teach and evaluate teams across the state of Illinois – the IDTA Judging Staff. 
 
There are 4 components to IDTA judging: 
 

• General Effect Judge – evaluates design, musicality, creativity, & showmanship 
• Execution Judge – evaluates uniformity, technique, difficulty, & structure 
• Head Judge – assures safety according to IHSA policies 
• Head Judge Assistant (HJA) – conducts ready line check for teams prior to their performance 

 
        All of our judges must be at least 21 years of age, attend the training seminar, and have the love of 
performance! 
 
        The mandatory training seminar for next season will be November 8-9, 2008, in Decatur, Illinois.  Applications 
are now available on the website.  If you have any questions, contact Cyndi Kraemer at ckraemer65@aol.com. 
  Application deadline is October 24. 
 

 

mailto:mdeets@highlandcusd5.org
mailto:ogansmann@althoff.net
mailto:ckraemer65@aol.com
mailto:troy684190@aol.com
mailto:tzobrist79@hotmail.com
mailto:tzobrist@bths201.org
mailto:karnold@cusd15.k12.il.us
mailto:lynn_marie22@hotmail.com
mailto:kmendoza128@hotmail.com
mailto:ckraemer65@aol.com


Visit our website at idta.org. 

Illinois Drill Team Association 2008-2009 

Coaches’ Forum 

 

IDTA will be hosting seven meetings throughout the state to inform 

coaches about our organization’s policies and guidelines. 

 

• Saturday, August 16 – Lane Tech 

• Saturday, August 23 – Downers Grove North 

• Saturday, August 30 – Jacksonville  

• Saturday, September 13 – Althoff Catholic (Belleville) 

• Saturday, September 20 – Hononegah  

• Saturday, October 4 - Clinton 

• Saturday, October 25 – Benton (tentative location) 

Meetings will be from 9:00 – 11:30. 

While attendance to one of these meetings is required by one coach from each school for qualification for any 

post-season contests, every coach from every team is encouraged to attend to hear the information first hand. 

Topics of discussion will include: 

• A brief history of IDTA 

• An overview of voted changes within our organization 

• Membership guidelines 

• Category Requirements/Guidelines – updated descriptions!! 

• Score sheet interpretations:  General Effect, Execution, and Penalty 

• Special Events Programs:  Showcase of Stars and Scholarships 

• How the IHSA Spirit Rules really affect dance/flag teams! 

 

Each team will receive the IDTA Constitution.  If coaches need a copy of the IHSA Spirit Rules book, contact your 

athletic director or the IHSA office.  The 2007-2008 Spirit Rules book is in effect for 2 years.  Changes/additions 

will be discussed during the Forum. 

Please register your attendance with Cyndi Kraemer, IDTA 

Vice President/Judging Coordinator, at ckraemer65@aol.com. 

Per IHSA requirements, only one representative of the school’s spirit coaching staff (cheer, poms, flag, or 

drill) needs to attend an IHSA Spirit Rules Meeting.  It is not necessary for a coach of each team to attend.   

 
 

 

CONTEST ENTRY FORM 

2008-2009 

Orella Gansmann 

Contest Coordinator 

 
The Contest Entry Form for the 2008-2009 Contest season will be available from the IDTA web site.  The same 
form will be used for all regional contests so that each contest host does not have to mail out the form.  The contest 
schedule posted on the web site indicates the host contact information, deadline and where to mail your entry for 
each regional contest.  This new “generic” contest entry form will be available on the web site by September 15. 

2008-2009 Contest Hosts 

Orella Gansmann 

Contest Coordinator 

 
All contest hosts will be receiving an information packet in the mail.  This packet will include a copy of all score 
sheets, penalty sheet, and other important information to successfully plan and organize your contest.  This 
information will also be available on the web site by mid-September. 

2008-2009 Contest Schedule 

The complete contest schedule is posted on the IDTA web site.  The information includes contact 
person, due date, where to mail entry, etc. 
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Showcase of Stars 2008-2009 

Saturday, Nov. 1, 2008 

Mattoon High School 

 

This year’s events include:  Miss Dance Drill Team Illinois (Juniors & Seniors) 
    Teen Miss Dance Drill Team Illinois (Freshmen & Sophomores) 
    Junior Miss Dance Drill Team Illinois (Jr. High/Middle School students) 
    Solo Flag Illinois (Any High School grade level) 
    Duets (Any High School grade level) 
    Trios (Any High School grade level) 
Showcase of Stars is a chance for performers to show of their talents individually or as part of a duet or trio.  
Contestants in all categories will perform a routine 90 seconds to 2 minutes in length.  However only the contestants 
competing for “Miss” Dance Drill Team Illinois will compete in the pageant areas of Modeling and Interview.   
 
The morning session will consist of contestants in the “Miss” category competing in Modeling and Interview.  The 
Modeling portion includes modeling 5 dance poses/positions in a star formation.  All contestants are required to 
wear a black leotard.  In the Interview portion, contestants are asked 1 impromptu question related to dance and 
must give a response lasting no more than 30 seconds.  This session is closed to the general public.  Only coaches 
and families of the contestants are allowed in.  Please visit our website for complete rules regarding uniform, 

modeling formation, routine, etc.   

 
In the afternoon session, ALL categories will be performing their routines.  This session is open to the general 
public.   
 
Approximate start time for the day is 9:00a.m. (subject to change depending on the number of entries). 
 
*Please note the addition of the new category to include our Jr. High/Middle School performers, “Junior Miss” 

Dance Drill Team.  This was formally the category for Freshmen & Sophomores.  That category has been renamed 
as “Teen Miss” Dance Drill Team. 

*Registration deadline in Wednesday, October 15, 2008* 

*Please visit our website at www.idta.org for complete rules and registration forms.  If you have any questions, 
please direct them to Kris Mendoza-Special Events officer at kmendoza128@hotmail.com . 
 

TEAM INFORMATION 

Read before you order your team shoes . . .  

NFHS has added an exception to Rule 3-1-6 (Dance, drill, and pom teams must where athletic shoes or appropriate 
dance shoes that cover the toes and entire sole of the foot.)  The exception is to allow “Pedini-style dance shoes or 
others with heels of sufficient height to raise the bottom of the foot off the floor” to prevent injury and disease. 
 
Spirit Rule Changes / Exceptions/ Revisions . . . 

Make sure to attend a Coaches’ Forum to learn of revisions to former “illegal moves”.  It is recommended that a 
coach from each team attend to hear the information first hand!! 
 
Recycled Judge tapes: If you have any old judging tapes please bring them to your coaches’ forum and we will 
recycle them for this year.  
 
Advertizing: We are offering a special for advertizing in the Heartbeats which will be available until September 1st, 
2008. The special will include an ad in the Heartbeats for the entire year at the rates listed below. Please contact 
Tara Zobrist for more information. tzobrist79@hotmail.com  
Business Member of IDTA: 1/8 of a page= $100.00   ¼ of a page= $200.00 
Regular Business Rate= 1/8 of a page= $200.00   ¼ of a page= $300.00 
 
New Coaches:  If you are no longer coaching, please pass this information on to the new coach. If you know a coach 
who is not receiving the Heartbeats, please contact me so I can update my list. Thanks! Tara Zobrist 
tzobrist79@hotmail.com   
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